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EDITORIAL

As you will read in this issue of our 
monthly bulletin, the construction of 

the mezzanine will end soon, and I will 
never be thankful enough for those who 
gave some of their time, energy, and 
money, to turn this ambitious project 
into a great success.

The French Wing has now a roof under 
which any member can come and 

share even more actively than before 
our activities which are all centered on 
the goals of our Association : To restore, 
maintain, and fly veteran airplanes in 
order to honor those to whom we owe 
the Freedom which we enjoy today.

The photos that you will discover in 
these pages, and those published 

in the previous issues, only give a faint 
idea of the technical problems we had 
to solve day after day since the end 
of March. But thanks to everyone’s 
knowledge and skills, we were able to 
overcome each one of them, we brought 
the building of this mezzanine to a 
successful conclusion.

These tasks, as complex as varied, 
were often accomplished in extreme 

climatic conditions, ranging from a long 
period of cold and wet weather which 
lasted several weeks, to some very hot 
temperatures which were difficult to 
work in, and forced us to start very early 
in the morning since the temperature, 
under the roof, often reached 140°F 
in the afternoon !… It’s in this kind of 
conditions that one can realize the 
unlimited dedication of our members of 
whom we can be proud.

We will celebrate this accomplishment 
on September 22, and all our 

members are invited to this grand 
opening. Please do come along ! But, 
before all, please tell us  well in advance 
because we need to make sure we have 
enough food for those who will attend this 
event. A huge Thank You to all of you !

Bernard
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grumman F6-F5 and F6-F3n hellcat 
in French skies in august 1944 ! (Page 7)

http://www.lecharpeblanche.fr

the French wing annual general 
assembly will take place on sat-
urday november 17, 2012, From 2 pm 
until 6 pm, in ermenonville, at roger 
gouzon’s home . book this date today !

http://www.worldwarbirdnews.com

the building oF the mezzanine in the han-
gar at le plessis-belleville is moving 

Forward !

its grand 
o p e n i n g 
will take 
place on 
saturday 
s e p t e m -
ber 22, at 
11:30 a.m. 
sharp !
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Jean-marie garric will 
be back in le plessis-

belleville on september 17

Those who were not able to meet 
Jean-Marie Garric during his visit last 
month will be happy to learn that he 
is coming back to France for the re-
activation of the Normandie-Niemen 
Squadron in Mont de Marsan on Sep-
tember 14. Jean-marie Garric will be 
a guest of the Armée de l’Air to thank 
him for the outstanding help he gave 
to Marcel Albert during the last years 
of his life.

Those who wish to meet Jean-Marie 
and discuss with him his Potez 63-11 
and his other extraordinary achieve-
ments will need to come to the hangar 
in Le Plessis-Belleville where he will 
be happy to meet them from 10h30 
AM on September 17.

French wing annual
general assembly

The French Wing annual general assembly 
will take place on saturday 17 November 
2012 in Ermenonville, at Roger Gouzon’s 
home. Book this date today !

a huge and regrettable 
mistake made by the caF

Our members who are also members 
of the CAF and, therefore, have access 
to the monthly CAF magazine “ThE 
DiSPATCh” had a shock when 
they read the article celebrating the 
Tora ! Tora ! Tora ! Group’s 40 years 
anniversary, which includes two lists 
of those who have been part of this 
group during these four decades. One 
list is about members who have passed 
away, and the other one is about those 
who are still with us.

Regrettably, neither the writer of this 
article, nor the editor of this magazine 
verified the accuracy of these two lists, 
and the readers of this article had the 
surprise to see, in the list of the dead 
members, the names of Mel Reese 
and Sandy Sansing who are both, 
fortunately, very much alive.

The members and friends of the French 
Wing can be reassured. Although 
Sandy Sansing has a few health 
concerns -  which is not surprising 
considering his age - he is generally 
well, and we wish him to continue for 
our greatest happiness !

aÉropuces 2012
in le bourget

As every year, the French Wing will 
participate in the Aéropuces event 
organized by the Musée de l’Air et 
de l’Espace, in Le Bourget, (hall 
Concorde), on saturday 20 and sunday 
21 October 2012.

We shall thus need the help of several 
members to setup our booth, from 
7:00 AM in the morning saturday, 
October 20th, as well as for packing 
up on Sunday, October 21st from 
17:00. it will be necessary, between 
these two limits, to have the presence 
of at least 4 members to hold the 
booth and inform the public. if you 
wish to participate in this event, please 
let us know as quickly as possible by 
sending an email or by writing to the 
French Wing.

2012 French wing
elections

This year’s election is about the 
position of Adjutant Officer.

Since the current one, Noël Barange, 
will not re-apply, it is of the utmost 
importance that another member 
of the French Wing applies for this 
important position.

The task of the Adjutant is relatively 
easy. it consists in keeping the members’ 
files up to date, in taking notes during 
meetings, and in making sure that 
all administrative tasks are done in 
a timely manner. he works in close 
collaboration with the other members 
of the Board of Administration, and 
makes sure, especially, with the Finance 
Officer, that the annual contributions 
are paid in due time.

NEWS
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2012 commemorative air 
Force elections

if you are a colonel of the CAF and up 
to date with your CAF annual dues, 
or if you are a CAF Life Member, 
you have recently received a letter 
about this election and a list of three 
candidates.

Before anything, in order to vote, and 
unless you will be in Midland for the 
CAF Annual General Assembly next 
month, you must request an absentee 
ballot, either by fax at (432) 563-
8046, or by email addressed to Keith 
Lawrence at his address : klawrence@
cafhq.org and ask him to confirm that 
he has received your email.

This process dates are as follows :

• October 7 : Limit date for requesting 
a Ballot.

• October 12 : Date of the CAF 
General Assembly in Midland.

• October 16-17 : Ballots will be sent 
to those who requested one.

• November 10 : Limit date for sending 
your ballot to Midland.

• November 23, or about : Official 
announcement of the election results.

important : The three candidates 
quoted in the mail you received 
from the CAF are those presented 
by the latter and do not include 
the candidates from the floor who 
will eventually apply for these 
positions during the CAF General 
Assembly.

This is the reason why the ballots 
cannot be sent to you before October 
12 when these nmes will be known.

Therefore, all you need to do for the 
moment, is ask for a ballot from Keith 
Lawrence who will acknowledge your 
request.

Funny !

This funny postcard 
that was donated 
by Jean-Yves 
Cercy’s wife to the 
French Wing for 
the decoration of 
its mezzanine, says 
“A good pilot must 
be able to take apart 
and put back together 
his plane, alone”. We 
thank her very much 
for this great idea !

Any funny item, 
photo, or painting 
concerning old 
planes, which can 
be used in the 
decoration of the 
mezzanine will be 
welcome. Thanks in 
advance !

grand opening oF the hangar and the mezzanine 
in le plessis-belleville on september 22

The building of the mezzanine in the hangar at Le Plessis-Belleville will soon 
be ended and we organize a house-warming party on Saturday, September 
22nd from 11:30 AM.

This party will include the grand opening of the mezzanine, a cold buffet, and if 
weather permits, a few flights aboard the Piper Cub and other planes if they are 
available.

We count especially on the presence of those who, since the beginning of this 
construction last March, participated very actively in this extraordinary effort : 
Bertrand Brown, Jean-Yves Cercy, Cédric Chanu, Gaël Darquet, Bernard & 
Fumiko Delfino, Roger Gouzon,  Fabien Gressier, Philippe Gritte, Anthony & 
Philippe Guglielmo, Marc Miglior, and Jacques Péligat. As well as on the presence 
of the co-owners of this hangar which shelters the French Wing : Gilles Avenel, 
Jean-Yves Cercy, Bernard Delfino, Claude Gascon, and Roger Gouzon.

Regrettably, our friends who financially participated in this project, cannot be 
there : Barbara & Aubrey Hair, and Colette McAlester, who all live near Dallas. 
On the other hand, we hope for the presence of members of the family of our 
regretted friend Léon Manoukians.

All members of the French Wing are invited to this party and, so that we can plan 
enough food, they must confirm their participation and tell us how many members 
of their family will also attend this ceremony, before September 15, 2012 !



here is a web site which has the 
peculiarity to deal with the entire 
aviation history in an original and daily 
way. By subscribing to historicWings.
com (it is totally free), you will receive 
every day of the year an email dealing 
with an aeronautical event on its 
anniversary date.

This is how, on August 15, subscribers 
to historicwings.com received an 
email dealing with the participation of 
Grumann hellcats of the US Navy in 
the Allied Landing in Provence, a fact 
too rarely known by the public.

in addition, as you can see on the flyer 
on the left, a name will be drawn from 
the list of subscribers and the happy 
winner will have the pleasure to fly in a 
Mustang P-51D.

Congratulations to Thomas Van hare, 
the creator of this web site for his 
excellent work, for the variety and the 
originality of historicwings.com.

Thanks to him, the hellcat popularity 
is no longer limited to the war in 
the Pacific as you will discover in the 
following pages…
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roy grinnell’s latest : “the hawk strikes”

here’s what Roy says about this painting : “I have always admired the Curtiss Hawk 75. In my painting “The Hawk 
Strikes” I portrayed what I felt was the “probable” first victory in the “Battle of France.” In doing my research for this painting 
I discovered that Sargent Morel , flying a Curtiss Hawk #159, shot down an enemy aircraft Bf 110C from 3./ZG.26, WkNr 
3011 on May 10, 1940. It was coded U8+DL. Its pilot, Feldwebel H. Reimann, managed to crash-land the aircraft and 
was captured. His gunner, ObGfr Rowe, was killed. Morel landed with 22 cannon/machine gun holes in his aircraft. Morel’s 
victory was initially recorded as a probable and officially credited to him on June 3. The 3rd battery of the 404th AAA 
regiment had also claimed that victory”.

www.historicwings.com
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In the early morning hours of August 
15, 1944, the invasion of southern 
France began - Europe’s second 
“D-Day”, called Operation Dragoon.

Though little known among those who 
enjoy reading of the Normandy landings, 
Operation Overlord, the invasion of 
southern France was a decisive victory 
that was hard fought.  Notably, it also 
involved air support from the US Navy, 
thus putting Grumman F6F-5 Hellcats 
over France in direct contact with the 
German Luftwaffe.

For the Allies, Operation Dragoon was 
a complete success.  The combined 
forces of the US Army’s  1st Airborne 
Task Force parachuted into the hills 
overlooking the beaches in the vicinity 
of St. Tropez, east of Marseille.  The 
parachute drop was followed by a 

Above : A Grumann F6F-5 Hellcat from VF-74 takes off from the deck of USS Kasaan Bay during 
operation Dragoon in August1944 for a mission over the south of France (Photo : US Navy).

Below : USS Kasaan Bay, a 7800 tons and 512 feet long escort carrier (Photo : US Navy).

HELLCATS OVER FRANCE
Article : Thomas Van Hare (http://www.historicwings.com) - Photos : US Navy



morning amphibious assault by the 
U.S. Seventh Army.  A day later, 
the French First Army would land 
on the beaches and the drive inland 
would begin.  The German Forces of 
heeresgruppe G (Army Group G) 
were ill-equipped, spread thinly and 
under supplied. Resistance forces 
had severed communications and the 
speed of the Allied invasion and drive 
inland had taken them by surprise.

Within days, the most capable 
elements of heeresgruppe G would 
make a retreat toward Switzerland, 
leaving behind to surrender 130,000 
soldiers, including many from the East, 
and third tier forces.  Throughout this 
period, extensive resupply operations 
were also flown by the Allies, as 
C-47s made hundreds of sorties to 
bring needed ammunition, food and 
equipment to the men engaging in 
battle across the region.  Because of 
Operation Dragoon, the Allies were 

able to liberate all of France within 
just four weeks, opening the southern 
ports along the Mediterranean 
for logistics supply into France to 
support the drive toward Berlin (later 

calculations estimate that 1/3 of all 
logistics support for the advance 
landed in southern France).

Yet overhead, an unexpected and little 
known battle played out as US Navy 
F6F-5 hellcats flew missions over 
Europe.

On August 15 alone, the first day of 
the invasion, 100 sorties were flown 
over beaches and inland, virtually all 
in the ground attack role.  Launching 
from the USS Tulagi, the hellcat 
squadron VOF-1 under the LCDR 
W.F. Bringle, USN, and VF-74 
from the USS Kasaan Bay under the 
command of LCDR h. Brinkley 
Bass, USN, provided coverage for the 
ground forces.  in addition, a small 
seven plane night fighter unit of F6F-
3N hellcats with radar systems were 
employed from a detachment based on 
Corsica — each night, two would land 
on the USS Tulagi to stand readiness 
on deck in the event of an incoming 
night attack (they were never needed).  
On D-Day, the USS Tulagi’s first 
launch of hellcats over France would 
take place at 5:46 am with the dawn.  
By the end of the operation, VOF-1 
would have flown 68 missions and 
fully 276 sorties — VF-74 too would 
fly a similar number.

6

Above : USS Tulagi, followed by USS Kasaan Bay during operation Dragoon (Photo : US Navy).

Below : VF-74 Hellcat pilots are briefed for a ground attack mission over southern France while sitting 
in the Ready Room on board USS Kasaan Bay (Photo : US Navy).
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The German Luftwaffe, however, did not 
make much of a showing to challenge 
the US Navy in the skies.  On the first 
evening off Cap Dramont (near Saint 
Raphaël), a Ju-88 sank a fully loaded tank 
landing ship (USS LST-282) by using a 
glide bomb.  On D-Day+2, another set 
of torpedo attacks by Dorniers and Ju-
88s were unsuccessful after the attackers 
encountered heavy AAA fire.  Despite 
the sporadic air response, however, anti-
aircraft were more successful against 
the American pilots.  Finally direct 
contact between the Luftwaffe and US 
Navy occurred on August 19, when in 
the morning, three heinkel he-111s 
were seen by a flight of four hellcats 
from VOF-1.  With critically low fuel, 
however, they could not engage.

it became apparent that the German 
retreat was now underway — the 
roads at Remoulin were snarled with 
traffic as a large German convoy 
pressed northward out of the battle 
area.  The hellcats were launched and 
strafed and bombed the convoy to 
great effect, what would later be called 
“a devastating attack”.

Later in the day, two more he-111s were 
spotted by another flight of hellcats 
from VOF-1 and both were shot down 
near the town of Vienne, marking the 
first hellcat “kills” over France.  Shortly 
afterward, a third he-111 was spotted 
and also downed by one of the same 
VOF-1 pilots, Ensign Archie R Wood, 

who chalked 
up his second 
victory for the 
day, though the 
first was officially 
shared with 
his squadron 
mate, Lt Rene E 
Poucel. Then VF-
74’s commander, 
LCDR Bass, 
lead a flight that 
intercepted and 
downed a Junkers 
Ju-88.  As the 

afternoon hours ticked by, another VF-
74 flight encountered a Dornier Do-
217 and shot it down as well, with the 
victory being shared by two Navy pilots, 
Lt. (jg) Edwin W Castanedo and 
l’Ensign Charles W C Hulland.

The US Navy enjoyed complete 
dominance over the battlefield.  
Bloodied, the Luftwaffe put up little 
other resistance and indeed, the 
advance of the Allies on Marseille, 
after having been surrounded on 
August 21st.  The Luftwaffe had 
attempted to fly three Junkers Ju-52 
transport planes into the beleaguered 
city, but these too were intercepted 
by the Navy’s hellcats of VOF-1 and 
shot down on August 21st, two by Lt. 
(jg.) Olszewski and the other by Ens. 
Richard VB Yentzer.

interestingly, Lt. (jg.) Olszewski’s 
hellcat that day was the same one 
as previously flown by Ens. Wood 
when he scored his kills !  The aircraft 
dutifully carried four kill markings, 
little Nazi swastikas, under the cockpit 

Above : USS LST-282 after the attack of a Junkers 88 which used a glide 
bomb (Photo : US Navy).

Ens. A Wood above, and Lt. Poucel below.

Above : Lt. Edwin W Castanedo (left on this 
photo), and left: Ens. Charles W C Hulland.

Above : Lt. Edward W Olszewski, and below : 
Ens. Richard VB Yentzer .
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rail afterward (Photo on the right). 
Throughout the campaign, VOF-1 
and VF-74 lost 17 aircraft and seven 
pilots, most due to ground fire and 
some due to operational accidents. 

VF-74’s highly experienced 
commanding officer, LCDR Harry 
Brinkley Bass, a veteran of the 
Pacific War who had received two 
Distinguished Flying Crosses, was 
killed during a ground attack sortie 
on August 20.  The logbook of VF-74 
recounted the loss :

“At the northernmost point of their 
flight, Bass’ division went low 
looking for targets and over Vanosc, 
Bass suddenly pushed over steeply 
and at 200 feet went into a dive. 

The others couldn’t see his target 
much but thought it to be a 
motorcycle.  Bass went so low on 
his strafing run that his belly tank 
hit an object on the ground and 
tore away, the plane pulled up to 
300 ft. but never regained proper 
altitude.  It pulled away to port and 
plummeted to earth, exploding.  The 
only remains of Bass are his USNA 

ring and dogtag later found by the 
army in the field where he crashed”.

Despite the losses, the Navy’s 
hellcats proved effective in their 
primary roles of air superiority as 
well as ground attack over France.  
in the latter role, they were 
particularly deadly, strafing and 
bombing targets with the results 

being 825 vehicles destroyed, 334 
more damaged and the destruction 
or damage of 84 locomotives.  Eight 
Luftwaffe aircraft were downed in 
total.  After two weeks, the US 
Navy’s air units were withdrawn 
from the combat as the supporting 
amphibious fleet was no longer 
needed.

Above : Lt Edward W Olszewski (left), and Ens. Archie R Wood pose on the wing of the Hellcat they 
flew when they got a total of four kills lwhich are painted below the cockpit. (Photo US Navy)

Above : LCDR Harry B Bass (left) describes the mission he has just accomplished. This photo 
was taken on August 19, 1944, the day before he lost his life. (Photo : US Navy)

Below : LCDR Harry B Bass - A monument 
has been erected in the village of Saint Bonnet 
le Froid in his memory and  in the memory of 
other pilots lost during operation Dragoon.



August saw the activity in the hangar 
increase despite the summer holidays 
of most of our members.

• All the largest plywood panels hav-
ing been fitted, we concentrated on 
the numerous small details of this 
construction.

• The windows were completed and 
fitted, as well as the biggest part of 
the electrical circuit. A big bravo 
to our electricians Jacques and Ber-
trand ! We all felt our hearts beat 
stronger during the tests, but every-
thing works wonderfully.

• The most boring task was the ap-
plication of the filler and the sanding 
of the walls and ceiling, but we got 
through that within a few days.

• The application of the glass cloth 
on the walls appeared to be easier 
than expected but since the layout 
of these premises is made of numer-
ous panels and recesses, it took sev-
eral days to complete. This glass cloth 
requires a generous amount of glue, 
but its strength, compared with wall 
paper, is far superior to the latter.

• The fitting of finishing liners is 
completed. A job which is not diffi-
cult, but which requires the utmost 
precision.

• The main artisans for this month of 
August are : Roger Gouzon, Bertrand 
Brown, Jacques Péligat, Anthony 
Guglielmo, Philippe Guglielmo, 

Fumiko Delfino, Bernard Delfino, 
Jean-Yves Cercy, and Fabien Gressi-
er. A big Thank You to all of you !

•  The current work consists mainly 
in the painting of the inside and out-
side which represent a total surface of 
about 2,600 ft2 since it requires two 
coats.

Then will come the fitting of the par-
quet floor which will require two or 
three days, then we will go into the 
decorating phase.

it’s only after all this is completed 
that we will be able to start re-orga-
nizing the equipment that will stay at 
ground level.

As one can see, much remains to be 
done if we want to be ready for the 

grand opening on September 22. We 
will accept all the help we can get 
from our members !

• Another noticeable fact in the han-
gar : The Me208 (Nord 1101) which 
belongs to former hangar owner, 
Pierre Cavassilas, is still in the hangar 
because Pierre hasn’t finished its res-
toration (and it may well last a long 
time). 

At the end of September, as soon as 
the MS 733 leaves, Pierre will rent 
this space and move his plane into 
Cédric’s hangar module.

he will then be able to stay there 
as long as he needs to complete the 
work on his plane, while vacating 
the space he is currently taking in 
our hangar.
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AT THE HANGAR DOORS
Article & photos : B. Delfino
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Left : View of the mezzanine with all the 
windows fitted. They can all be opened. 
One of them is opened as well as the car-
go loading access panel.

Note that the protecting film hasn’t been 
removed in order to protect the polycar-
bonate from unwanted brush strokes 
while we paint them.

The inside of the rooms will be paint-
ed white, and the outside panels will be 
painted light green to match the color of 
the hangar walls in order to keep a good 
uniformity.

Right, the meeting room, and below, the 
stores/office.

The addition to the hangar of these 
two rooms which have a total sur-
face of 500 ft2, will allow us  to have a 
proper store area (Until now, the spare 
parts have been stowed in various cab-
inets as best as possible).

The meeting room is finally going to 
give a roof to French Wing. Since its 
birth in 1996, the meetings of our As-
sociation took place at Bernard & Fu-
miko Delfino’s home, at Roger Gou-
zon’s, or in various restaurants.

• The decoration will include some 
posters, photos, and models which 
were donated to the Wing by the fam-
ily of regretted Léon Manoukians.

Until today, this construction has re-
quired a total of 2300 man-hours to 
get to this result ! We cannot imagine 
what it would have cost if we’d asked 
some company to do it…

As it has been mentioned already, the 
grand opening will take place on Sep-
tember 22. We hope that many mem-
bers will participate, especially those 
who actively participated in this con-
struction.
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Left : Jacques locks the last clip of the 
fluorescent tube which he has just fitted 
and connected, with the help of his wife, 
Francine.

Below: Jean-Yves and Roger, two of the 
four painters of the mezzanine (The 
other two being Fumiko and Bernard).

Below left : Bernard has modified the 
work bench he built, by adding two 
hinged doors which will increase the 
area for the hanging of the most common 
tools.

Below left : Fumiko makes sure that the 
place is tidy after a day’s work, and ready 
for the following day.

IF YOU PLAN TO PARTICIPATE TO THE GRAND 
OPENING ON SEPTEMBER 22, PLEASE LET 
US KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND NO 
LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 15, AND TELL US 
THE EXACT NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS.



The CAF French Wing is a non-profit 
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and registered 
under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 
10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col Bernard DELFINO
Tél/Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 06 80 36 17 17

email 1 : bdelfino26@free.fr
email 2 : bdelfino26@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06

email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com

Finance Officer : Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 06 77 69 01 75

email : claudegascon@free.fr

Adjutant Officer : Noël BARANGE
Tél : 01 30 96 68 53 - Mobile  : 06 84 92 90 08

email : noel.b1@club-internet.fr

AiRShOW is a publication of the French Wing of 
the Commemorative Air Force, inc. - Any partial 
or complete reproduction of the articles and the 
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter 
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW. 
Please write to the Association at the following 
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous 
Bois - FRANCE.

NEW PX ITEM

CD Rom made of 110 photos taken du-
ring the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images 1600 pixels jpegs for your computer wall 
paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P & P, 8 € for 
our members)

WING’S PROJECTS
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2012 French wing 
annual election

The objecT of This 2012 annual 
elecTion is The posiTion of adjuTanT 
officer. if you’re TempTed by This 
posiTion, as The daTe  of The General 
assembly is november 17, 2012, 
you may send in your applicaTion by 
wriTinG To The french winG’s head 
office before november 2nd, 2012.


